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Oct 20, 1998 



US-PAT-NO : 5825772 

DOCUMENT-IDENTIFIER: US 5825772 A 

TITLE: Distributed connection-oriented services for switched communications 
networks 

DATE-ISSUED: October 20, 1998 



INVENTOR- INFORMATION : 
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ZIP CODE 



COUNTRY 



US-CL-CURRENT: 370/396; 370/401, 370/410 



ABSTRACT : 

Method and apparatus providing connection-oriented services for packet switched 
data communications networks. Directory services include distributed discovery of 
MAC addresses and protocol alias addresses. Topology services include a link state 
topology exchange among switches, which provides each switch with a complete 
topology graph of the network. This enables an access switch receiving a data 
packet to determine a complete path from a source end system to a destination end 
system. Another service includes resolution of broadcast frames to unicast frames, 
in order to reduce the amount of broadcast traffic. Policy restrictions may be 
applied prior to connection setup. Path determination services enable multiple 
paths from a source to a destination. Connection management includes source routed 
mapping of connections on the desired path. A distributed call rerouting service is 
provided wherein if a link on an active path fails, each switch receives a topology 
change notification and unmaps any connection involving the failed link. A 
broadcast/unknown service provides restricted flooding of nonresolvable packets. 
Furthermore, connection-oriented switching is provided based on the source and 
destination MAC addresses as a connection identifier. Still further, resolution of 
networks outside the switch domain is enabled by access switches listening for 
network and server route advertisements and maintaining best routes to said 
networks and servers. The best route metrics may be combined with best path metrics 
to determine a path from a first access switch to an egress switch connected to the 
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US-PAT-NO: 
DOCUMENT- IDENTIFIER : 
TITLE: 



5961337 
US 5961337 A 

Universal charging and data communication apparatus 



KWIC — 



Brief Summary Text - BSTX (6) : 

Consequently, there is a need for a standardized universal electrical and 
data communication port -which can be used with a variety of portable computer 
and docking configurations and eliminates the need for a customized 
configuration of electrical contacts and data communication links for each new 
data terminal design. 

Brief Summary Text - BSTX (10): 

The dock employing the universal connector according to the present 
invention can be configured in a number of ways to accommodate either a single 
hand-held data terminal, multiple data terminals of the same type, or multiple 
data terminals of different types, etc. The docking apparatus can be of a 
stationary type, i.e., mounted on a table, wall, or other stationary fixture, 
or may be a mobile dock for use in a vehicle such as a delivery truck, 
forklift, etc., allowing charging via a vehicle's electrical system and/or data 
communication with a LAN or WAN, peripheral devices such as fax, modem, optical 
readers, printers, and the like. 
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Claims Tent - CLTX (5): 

wherein the data processing system is a docking station, and the peripheral 
port is a docking port . 



Claims Text - CLTX (9) : 

wherein a plurality of different types of devices can peripheral port, and 

Claims Text - CLTX (89): 

wherein the data processing system is a docking station, and the peripheral 
port is a docking port . 



Claims Text - CLTX (95): 

wherein the data processing system is a docking station and the port is a 
docking port . 

Claims Text - CLTX (106) : 

wherein the data processing system is a docking station and the port is a 
docking port. 
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L3: Entry 1 of 1 



File: USPT 



Jan 26, 1999 



DOCUMENT-IDENTIFIER: US 5864708 A 

TITLE: Docking station for docking a portable computer with a wireless interface 



Brief Summary Text (11) : 

In various embodiments of the present invention, the wireless transceiver transmits 
and receives infrared signals. Alternatively, other media may be used such as 
optical fibers, radio signals or some other wireless media. 

Brief Summary Text (12) : 

The wireless communication may be established between the docking station and the 
portable computer in a variety of ways. For example, an optical cable may be used 
to connect the docking station to the portable computer. Alternatively, the docking 
station may include a flat pad on which is placed the portable computer. In one 
embodiment, the flat pad includes both an infrared transceiver and a low profile 
inductor. The low profile inductor is used to provide power to the portable 
computer . 

Drawing Description Text (6) : 

FIG. 6 shows a docking station and a portable computer communicating using an 
optical fiber in accordance with an alternate preferred embodiment of the present 
invention. 

Drawing Description Text (7 ) : 

FIG. 7 shows a docking station and a portable computer communicating using wireless 
communication and an optical fiber in accordance with another alternate preferred 
embodiment of the present invention. 

Detailed Description Text (2) : 

FIG. 1 shows a block diagram of a docking station 62 which provides for wireless 
communication with a portable computer 61. A wireless transceiver 63 within 
portable computer 61 communicates with a wireless transceiver 64 within docking 
station 62. For example, communication is done using an Infrared Data Association 
( I r D A ) standard infrared data link or some other protocol for optical 
communication. Alternate to optical transmission, other transmission media may be 
used. For example, radio frequency transmissions or other wireless transmission 
technology may be used in place of optical transmission. 

Detailed Description Text (11) : 

FIG. 6 shows another embodiment in which a portable computer 40 is connected to a 
docking station 41 by a cable 48. Cable 48 includes for example optical fibers. In 
addition, cable 48 may include a power line (DC or AC) . Cable 48 connects to a 
single connect point on portable computer 40. Docking station 41 includes, for 
various ports, a physical connector 42, a physical connector 43, a physical 
connector 44, a physical connector 45, a physical connector 46 and a physical 
connector 47. 

Detailed Description Text (13) : 

Optionally, infrared transceiver 53 may include a large enough array of optical 
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fibers so that a communication link may be established between flat pad 51 and 
portable computer 40 for a large alignment range. This is done, for example, by 
spreading the fibers at flat pad 51 into a wide pattern. Alternatively, if desired, 
logical alignment could be used over the large alignment range. Logical alignment 
is accomplished, for example, by interrogating the array of receiving fibers in 
infrared transceiver 53 to determine which receptors are receiving transmission 
from portable computer 40. This would determine which transmitting and receiving 
fibers are used by infrared transceiver 53 to communicate with portable computer 
40. 

Detailed Description Text (15) : 

Alternatively, flat pad 51 may be connected to portable computer 40 through an 
optical cable as described above. 

Detailed Description Text (18): 

As shown in FIG . 7, flat pad 51 is connected to docking station 41 by a cable 58. 
Cable 58 includes for example optical fibers. In addition, cable 58 may include a 
power line (DC) . Physical connectors 42-47 for various ports are included in 
docking station 41. Alternatively, docking station 41 may be implemented within 
flat pad 51 so that the physical connections for the various ports are placed at, 
for example, a rear end of flat pad 51. 

CLAIMS : 

8. A portable computing system as in claim 7 additionally comprising: 

an optical cable for connecting the docking station to the portable computer. 

19. A docking station as in claim 15 additionally comprising: 

an optical cable for connecting the docking station to the portable computer. 
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File: USPT 



Dec 21, 1999 



DOCUMENT-IDENTIFIER: US 6006261 A 

** See image for Certificate of Correction ** 

TITLE: Internet protocol assists using multi-path channel protocol 
Brief Summary Text (8) : 

Three basic methods are now available to interconnect both local and remote area 
networks to one another as to provide wide used access and remote information 
exchange capabilities. These three methods are 1) bridges or data-link devices that 
connect similar networks together; 2) routers that perform routing services by 
maintaining a routing table in each host; and 3) gateway devices that carry out 
protocol conversions and other connectivity' functions . Typically, a device driver 
for the gateway is provided with modems or other physical ports that can be linked 
to switched communication WANs. 

Brief Summary Text (10) : 

In the existing mechanisms, gateway devices are implemented on top of the LAN 
device drivers as a switched communications device interface. The user 
initialization of the communication link-up procedure redirects the user hardware 
commands to the gateway. The communications interface in the gateway driver then 
institutes and maintains the switched communications link, diverting hardware 
resources of the driver to do so. The connection and access procedures are then 
executed using the gateway ports and modems in order to link the user's system with 
the switched communications network. A remote connection is established through the 
LAN/WAN which sets up a point to point configuration through the port along the 
communication line between the user and the communications device in use. 
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L10: Entry 6 of 11 



File: USPT 



Sep 18, 2001 



DOCUMENT- IDENTIFIER: US 6290517 Bl 

TITLE: Fold out port group for portable computer 

Detailed Description Text (6) : 

The housing, in one embodiment, defines a rectangular parallelepiped shape having a 
second or lower surface 107 defining the bottom of the housing and four side or 
edge surfaces 110 defining the perimeter. It is noted that throughout this 
specification, the terms upper, lower, front, back, side, and the like are used to 
describe the illustrated embodiments. These terms are provided for descriptive 
purposes only and by no means limit the scope of the invention. To simplify the 
discussion, the edge surfaces 110 will be specifically identified as front surface 
HOf, rear surface llOr, and side surface 110s. A flip-up display screen 112 is 
hingedly connected to the housing 108 generally along the intersection of the upper 
surface 106 and the rear surface llOr. The rear surface llOr comprises various I/O 
ports 114 necessary to interface the computer 100 to external devices (not shown) . 
It is noted that while different port configurations are shown, they are 
generically referred to herein as input/output or "I/O ports . " They may include 
ports adapted for most any device and utilizing most any communication protocol 
including: RS-232, IEEE 1394, parallel, infrared, PS/2, USB, audio/video, RJ45 
(network), RJ-11 (modem), small computer system interface (SCSI), national 
television standards committee (NTSC) , and various proprietary connectors ( docking 
station, port replicator) to name a few. 
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TITLE: Fold out port group for portable computer 
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ART-UNIT : 28 9 

PRIMARY-EXAMINER: Abrams; Neil 
ASSISTANT-EXAMINER: Duverne; J. F. 

ATTY-AGENT-FIRM: Schwegman, Lundberg, Woessner & Kluth, P. A. Cool; Kenneth J. 
ABSTRACT: 

A notebook computer incorporating a fold out port group incorporating a plurality 
of I/O ports is herein provided. The port group is hingedly attached to the 
computer and pivots between a first, stored position and a second, extended 
position. In the second, extended position, the port group permits convenient 
access to the ports thereon and further defines a leg to elevate one end of the 
computer. Ports may be accessible while the port group is in the first, stored 
position as well. In one embodiment, the port group, while in the first position, 
is stored within a slot on the bottom of the computer housing. In another 
embodiment, the port group selectively covers the rear surface of the computer in 
the stored position and pivots to expose the rear surface when placed in the 
extended position. The port group may be interchangeable with other port groups to 
customize the computer for a particular market or particular application. 

21 Claims, 13 Drawing figures 
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L5: Entry 3 of 23 



File: PGPB 



Jul 29, 2004 



DOCUMENT-IDENTIFIER: US 20040148445 Al 
TITLE: Docking station for portable computer 

CLAIMS : 

20. The machine-readable medium of claim 17, wherein the docking station comprises 
a docking port, the operations further comprising: determining whether the portable 
computer is physically connected to the docking station based on a state of a 
ground connection pin of the docking port. 
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ABSTRACT : 



A network connection state can be conveniently changed to a wired or a wireless 
connection state according to whether a portable computer body is attached to a 
docking station including an Access Point part or not. 
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Abstract Paragraph : 

A network device for handling data and a method for handling data in a network 
device are disclosed. The network device includes at least one media port and at 
least one high speed docking station, communicating with the at least one media 
port . At least one master is provided in the network device, where the at least one 
master is connected to the at least one high speed docking station. The master is 
configured to handle and process data received by the at least one media port and 
passed to the master through the at least one high speed docking station. The 
network device is configured to handle media ports of different media types. Thus, 
the device can handle data received through different media ports that have 
different media types with the same master, making the network device easily 
configured to meet a customer's needs. 

Summary of Invention Paragraph : 

[0011] According to one aspect of this invention, a network device for handling 
data is disclosed. The network device includes at least one media port and at least 
one high speed docking station communicating with the at least one media port . At 
least one master is connected to the at least one high speed docking station, where 
the at least one master is configured to handle and process data received by the at 
least one media port and passed to the at least one master through the at least one 
high speed docking station. The network device is configured to handle media ports 
of different media types. 

Summary of Invention Paragraph : 

[0012] Additionally, the network device can be configured to handle media ports of 
different media types utilizing the same high speed docking station or utilizing 
different high speed docking stations. The at least one media port can also tag 
incoming data with tags that can be used by the at least one master to categorize 
the data. These tags provide information on a source port and a destination port 
for the received data and a media type ID for the at least one media port. 

Summary of Invention Paragraph : 

[0014] Also, the network device can also have at least one high speed docking 
station that does not create any back-pressure for incoming data from the at least 
one media port . This can be accomplished wherein each media port of the network 
device has a maximum bandwidth and the at least one high speed docking station has 
a bandwidth that is greater than a sum of each maximum bandwidth of each media port 
of the network device. 

Summary of Invention Paragraph : 

[0017] The network device can include at least two masters and at least two high 
speed docking stations, where the masters are connected through a first high speed 
docking station and at least one of the masters is connected to the at least_ one 
media port through a second two high speed docking station. 

Summary of Invention Paragraph : 

[0018] In another aspect of the invention, a method of handling data in a network 
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device is disclosed. Incoming data is received at a media port and then forwarded 
to a high speed docking station. The data is packed and passed to a master, where 
at least a portion of the packed data is processed . The data is forwarded to 
another media port based on the processed contents of the at least a portion of 
data . A first media type of the media port is either the same or different from a 
second media type of the another media port. 

Summary of Invention Paragraph : 

[0019] The invention is also embodied in a method of handling data in a network 
device. Incoming data is received at a media port and then forwarded to a high 
speed docking station. The data is packed and passed to a master , where at least a 
portion of the packed data is processed . The data is forwarded to another media 
port based on the processed contents of the at least a portion of data . A first 
media type of the media port is either the same or different from a second media 
type of the another media port. 

Summary of Invention Paragraph : 

[0020] In addition, the method can include forwarding the data to a second high 
speed docking station communicating with the another media port . The forwarding 
step can also include passing through a second master and other high speed docking 
station to reach the destination media port for the data. 

Detail Description Paragraph : 

[0028] The Docking Station 102 is basically like a "Transit Hall" between the 
Master and the Media Ports with zero waiting and loss-less byte Transfer. That is 
to say, that Docking Station does not block or create any Back-Pressure for 
incoming Bytes from Media Ports . And the Docking Station does not introduce any 
clock gaps in the Byte stream between Media Ports and master. The Docking Station 
acts as a facilitator and will simply keep pushing the Bytes from one end to 
another with appropriate tag bits to identify the start or end of valid Byte 
streams. The actual Packet formation will be performed by the Master or by the 
Media Port at their respective ends. 

Detail Description Paragraph : 

[0029] This Docking Station must have excess bandwidth such that the total is 
greater than the sum of all of the Media Ports maximum bandwidth. The excess 
bandwidth is needed to account for the overhead of extra bytes of tag insertion and 
processing actions performed by it. 

Detail Description Paragraph : 

[0032] 2. The Packet Lanes transfer data streams between Media ports and the 
Docking interface; 

Detail Description Paragraph : 

[0035] The Packet Lane 104 is the passage or a conduit to transfer the information 
as Packets or as Bytes between individual Media ports and the Docking station. The 
Packet Lane, in general, will not modify any of the information being transported 
by it, unless specifically required by an implementation. 

Detail Description Paragraph : 

[0036] The Packet lane can be implemented as a shared Bus or as a point to point 
full (or half) duplex bus between a Media port and the Docking station. The exact 
implementation depends on the bandwidth, latency and other factors as per the 
specific implementation requirements. 

Detail Description Paragraph : 

[0037] Implementation examples include point to point and shared bus examples. For 
point to point, the MAC of each Media port is directly connected to the Docking 
Station and the Docking Station takes care of steering the packets between the 
Master and the respective MAC of the Media Port . In a shared bus, a high speed 
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shared bus interconnects all Media ports and the Docking Station. The shared bus 
protocol takes care of steering the packets or bytes between with the Media Port 
and the Docking Station. 

Detail Description Paragraph : 

[0040] For the un-packing process the packets being sent by the Master to Media 
ports through the High Speed Dock interface are un-packed into Bytes by the 
respective Service Agents. 

Detail Description Paragraph : 

[0042] For example, for a 48 port 100 Mbit + 4 port 1 Giqbit integrated Media Module 
(total aggregate Bandwidth: 17.6 Gig Bits/sec), a Docking Station employing a 10- 
Gigabit XGMII Mac (maximum bandwidth supported: 20.0 Gig Bits/sec) is integrated 
within both Master and Media DOCK ends. The Media Ports interface to the Docking 
Station on dedicated Byte Lanes from each Media Port . The Docking Station at Media 
Port end continuously multiplex the Byte Lanes onto its XGMII in a round robin 
fashion. The Docking Station at the Master Module end will receive these Bytes on 
its end of XGMII interface in a Round Robin way. Similarly, Bytes from Master 
module will be transferred to the Media Port. 

Detail Description Paragraph : 

[0043] A Tagging technique, depending upon the implementation requirements, is 
defined to indicate valid Byte and Source and Destination Media port ID. Depending 
upon the High Speed link interface used for the Docking Station, the incoming Bytes 
from the Media ports will be packed into a "Cell Format" (CF) . This format (CF) is 
an implementation requirement specific standard across any Media Type and will 
provide basic set of information on the Source Media Port ID, the Media Type ID, 
the Length of Valid Data Bytes and other fields, as needed. The additional fields 
can contain CRC or checksum and other information if there is availability of 
excess Bandwidth. 

Detail Description Paragraph : 

[0044] The Media port block is a collection of "n" ports, consisting of any 

combination of the following logic blocks integrated in it: PHY, MAC and Packet or 

Information Processing Logic. The value "n" is dependent more on the silicon 

implementation of the Master in terms of capability of the Master to provide "n" 
Service agents and corresponding Memory and logic blocks. It also depends on the 

fact that the maximum bandwidth supported by Docking station must be greater than 
aggregate bandwidth of "n" media port blocks. 

Detail Description Paragraph : 

[0054] The architecture of the present invention provides an innovative solution 
for multiple applications, thereby achieving the following goals. The architecture 
is universal and has a broad application range from Multimedia, Networking, 
Storage. The architecture is also unique and allows for a fast time to market. The 
architecture is easy to adapt to any new MAC /PHY technology. The architecture is 
also scalable such that multi master stacks can provide bigger configuration 
solutions. Such an embodiment is illustrated in FIG. 2, with multiple Masters 201 
connected to Media Ports 203 through high speed Docking Station 202 through Packet 
Lanes 204. 

CLAIMS : 

1. A network device for handling data comprising: at least one media port; at least 
one high speed docking station communicating with said at least one media port ; and 
at least one master connected to said at least one high speed docking station, said 
at least one master configured to handle and process data received by said at least 
one media port and passed to said at least one master through the at least one high 
speed docking station; wherein said network device is configured to handle media 
ports of different media types. 
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2. A network device for handling data as recited in claim 1, wherein said network 
device is configured to handle media ports of different media types utilizing the 
same at least one high speed docking station. 

3. A network device for handling data as recited in claim 1, wherein at least one 
high speed docking station comprises at least two high speed docking stations and 
said network device is configured to handle media ports of different media types 
utilizing different high speed docking stations of said at least two high speed 
docking stations. 

5. A network device for handling data as recited in claim 1, wherein said at least 
one high speed docking station does not create any back-pressure for incoming data 
from said at least one media port . 

6. A network device for handling data as recited in claim 5, wherein each media 
port of the network device has a maximum bandwidth and said at least one high speed 
docking station has a bandwidth that is greater than a sum of each maximum 
bandwidth of each media port of the network device. 

22. A network device for handling data as recited in claim 1, wherein said at least 
one master comprises at least two masters and said at least one high speed docking 
station comprises at least two high speed docking stations, wherein said at least 
two masters are connected by a first of said at least two high speed docking 
stations and at least one of said at least two masters is connected to said at 
least one media port through a second of said at least two high speed docking 
stations . 

24. A method of handling data as recited in claim 23, wherein said media port 
further comprises a port and a packet lane connected to said docking station and 
wherein said step of forwarding said data to a high speed docking station comprises 
forwarding data through the packet lane to the docking station. 

27. A method of handling data as recited in claim 23, wherein the step of 
forwarding said data to another media port comprises forwarding said data to a 
second high speed docking station communicating with said another media port . 

28. A method of handling data as recited in claim 27, wherein the second high speed 
docking station is connected to a second master and the another media port 
communicates with a third high speed docking station connected to the second master 
and said forwarding occurs between the first master, the second high speed docking 
station, the second master and the third high speed docking station. 
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ABSTRACT: 



A network device for handling data and a method for handling data in a network 
device are disclosed. The network device includes at least one media port and a t 
least one high speed docking station, communicating with the at least one media 
port . At least one master is provided in the network device, where the at least one 
master is connected to the at least one high speed docking station. The master is 
configured to handle and process data received by the at least one media port and 
passed to the master through the at least one high speed docking station. The 
network device is configured to handle media ports of different media types. Thus, 
the device can handle data received through different media ports that have 
different media types with the same master, making the network device easily 
configured to meet a customer's needs. 
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communications port for operational connection to a clocking base; wherein the MCRC 
must be coupled to the docking base to operate, the docking base comprising a 
connection port for operationally receiving the connector, whereby media content 
can be communicated from the docking base through the MCRC to a receiving device. 
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ART-UNIT: 2839 

PRIMARY -EXAMINER : Patel; Tulsidas C. 
ABSTRACT: 

A media docking station and is provided. A detachable media-content-receiving 
receiving component (MCRC) includes a connector that mates with a connection port 
of a docking base. The connection port operationally receives the connector. The 
docking base is equipped with a plurality of communications ports for communicating 
media content to a receiving devices inputted thorough said communications ports. 
In an alternative embodiment, an adapter is provided for mating a conventional MCRC 
with a base member. 

37 Claims, 9 Drawing figures 
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TITLE: Mobile lottery terminal including features facilitating use by visually 
impaired ticket agents 

Detail Description Paragraph : 

[0041] Street retailers may carry the handheld terminal for several hours before 
resting. Thus, even a lightweight device will become a burden after several hours. 
For this reason, a mounting device is included to facilitate the mounting of the 
terminal. The mounting device may be located on the terminal in a position that 
does not interfere with the connection of the terminal to any peripheral (such as a 
docking station), e.g., on the end of the device opposite the location of the I/O 
port_s. Alternatively., mounting hardware may be removable to facilitate docking. It 
will be appreciated that many different possible mounting configurations and types 
of hardware may be employed. For example, Velcro, clips, rings, etc may be attached 
to the housing of the terminal and used to attach the terminal to a belt or 
shoulder strap. Alternatively, loops through which a belt may be threaded may be 
attached or integrally molded as part of the housing. Other forms of attachment may 
also be employed, e.g., the device may be held in a partially enclosed pouch on a 
belt or shoulder strap that still leaves the keypad, customer input devices, and 
printer accessible . 
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ABSTRACT: 

A mobile lottery terminal is disclosed. The mobile lottery terminal includes a 
processor. The mobile lottery terminal may include a Braille keypad in 
communication with the processor. The mobile lottery terminal may also include a 
customer information input device in communication with the processor and operable 
to input information indicative of a customer-selected lottery number. A system 
incorporating mobile lottery terminals and method of vending lottery tickets using 
mobile lottery terminals is also disclosed. 

PRIORITY CLAIM AND RELATED APPLICATIONS 

[0001] This application claims priority from previously filed U.S. provisional 
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patent applications No. 60/386,506 filed Jun. 5, 2002 and No. 60/435,434 filed Dec. 
20, 2002. Both of these provisional applications are incorporated by reference in 
the present application in their entirety. A related U.S. utility application, 
Method and Device for Data Input, naming Christopher Collins et al as inventors, is 
being filed concurrently with the present application. 
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TITLE: Docking station for docking a portable computer with a wireless interface 
Brief Summary Text (4) : 

One way to increase the versatility of portable computers is to provide for a 
docking station. The docking station when connected to a portable computer provides 
for a number of different types of ports. These ports are used, for example, to 
drive a large monitor, communicate with various peripherals provide connection to a 
network, and so on. See for example, U.S. Pat. No. 5, 283, 714 issued to Collins 
Tsai, et al, for "Docking Apparatus for a Portable Computer." 

Brief Summary Text (10) : 

For example, in one embodiment of the present invention, the docking station 
includes a port for an input/output bus interface. The translation manager includes 
a bus generator which generates control and data signals for the input/output bus 
interface. 

CLAIMS : 

7. A portable computing system as in claim 6: 

wherein the docking station additionally includes a port for an input/output bus 
interface; and 

wherein the second translation manager additionally includes a bus generator which 
generates control and data signals for the input/output bus interface. 

18. A docking station as in claim 17, 

wherein the docking station additionally includes a port for an input/output bus 
interface, and 

wherein the translation manager additionally includes a bus generator which 
generates control and data signals for the input/output bus interface. 
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ART-UNIT: 272 

PRIMARY-EXAMINER : Shin; Christopher B. 



ABSTRACT : 

A docking station for a portable computer includes a wireless transceiver for 
wireless communication with the portable computer. The docking station also 
includes a plurality of ports. Each port includes a physical connector for 
connection to, for example, one or more peripheral devices, a network or a monitor. 
A translation manager within the docking station manages translation of information 
transferred between the wireless transceiver and the plurality of ports. 

31 Claims, 12 Drawing figures 
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Abstract Text (1) : 

A media docking station and is provided. A detachable media-content-receiving 
receiving component (MCRC) includes a connector that mates with a connection port 
of a docking base. The connection port operationally receives the connector. The 
docking base is equipped with a plurality of communications ports for communicating 
media content to a receiving devices inputted thorough said communications ports. 
In an alternative embodiment, an adapter is provided for mating a conventional MCRC 
with a base member. 

Brief Summary Text (14): 

In another aspect of the invention, an MCRC-docking system is provided. A 
detachable MCRC is equipped with a connector. A docking base has a connection port 
and can operationally receive the connector on the MCRC. Again, the docking base 
has a plurality of communications ports for communicating media content to a 
receiving device. 



12 . A docking base comprising: a communications port for operationally coupling a 
media-content-receiving component (MCRC) to the docking base and communicating 
media content from an external source through the MCRC to a receiving device; a 
media-input port for receiving the media content; and a media-output port for 
communicating the media content to the receiving device; wherein the media-input 
port and the media-output port are coupled together to provide a loop-through 
pathway in the absence of the MCRC, the loop-through pathway allowing all or a 
portion of the media content to be communicated from the media-input port through 
the media-output port to the receiving device in the absence of the MCRC. 

31. A docking structure comprising: a docking base having a first plurality of 
communications ports including a coaxial-connector port on an interior face coupled 
to a second plurality of communications ports on an exterior face, said first 
plurality of communications ports including a coaxial-connector port and situated 
to operationally receive a conventional media-content-receiving component (MCRC) 
and said second plurality of communications ports adapted to communicate media 
content though said docking base and said MCRC to a receiving device. 

33. A method for providing for the communication of media content from a media 
source to a receiving device, comprising: providing a media-content-receiving 
component (MCRC) adapter having a first face and a second face, said first face 
having a first plurality of communications ports for operationally attaching said 
adapter to an MCRC and said second face having a connector coupled to said first 
plurality of communications ports; and providing a docking base having a n interior 
and exterior face, said exterior face having a second plurality of communications 
ports for communicating media content to a receiving device and said interior face 
having a connection port for receiving said adapter via said connector. 

37. A detachable media-content-receiving component (MCRC) comprising: a 
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